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Letter to the Editor

The Ninhydrin-Thiocarbohydrazide--Silver

Proteinate Reaction with Proteins

The applicability of the ninhydrin-thiocarbohydrazide-silver proteinate
(N-’IEH-SP) reaction (1,2) for the visualization of oxidatively deaminated

proteins by light microscopy was recently demonstrated by K. Yamada et al.

(3). Yamada et al. also daim in their artide to have developed the N-1EH-SP

method, and suggest further that it may give rise to its counterpart in dcc-

tron microscopy of amino acids and proteins (3).
In view of the published claims by these authors, we deem it necessary

to draw attention to the following. The principle ofthe N-1EH-SP method,
its mechanism, and its histochemical applications were presented and fully
discussed by us at the 38th annual meeting ofThe Histochemical Society,

held in April, 1987 (1). A full and detailed account of our findings per-

taming to electron microscopic localization of proteins by the N-ltH-SP

reaction was likewise published (2).

In light ofthe evidence presented and cited in this letter with reference

to the N-’ltH-SP reaction, we are compelled to go on record by stating
that the claims published by Yamada et al. are contrary to readily accessi-
ble and irrefutable documentation (1,2).
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